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Hazime Tanaka* : Entomophily of Iris ensata var. spontanea 
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Summary 

I have studied the relation between the organization of flowers of Iris 
ensata Thunb. var. spontanea Nakai and insect-visitors at Mt. Akagi, Gunma 
Prefecture, Japan. 

1) Flowers of I. ensata var. spontanea are protandrous. 

2) Ten species of insects were observed visiting the flowers. Of those 
Bombus diversus was a principal pollinator. 

3) B. diversus was occasionally observed to enter a flower in the her¬ 
maphrodite stage two or three times successively resulting in self-pollina¬ 
tion. The percentage of the self pollination was 23%. 
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